John E. Bosweil a Yale Unnrersuy
historian who aunthored two ground-
brenkmg and controversial studies of
Gays in medieval cuolture, died De-

24 at the Yale intirmary in New :

« ions. Meanwhllc, lmwever, The VNew
- Republic printed a review by a Cana-
dian historian who dismissed the medie-

.val religious ceremonies Boswell cited

~ as more analogous to
: chumh manuscnpts fmm lhe Mldd}e: :

Undcrgraduate.s flocked to his courses.”

- Boswell made news most rcccnt[y
_ with Same-Sex Unions in Premodern
Europe, which examined dozens of

Boswall

- “prod:gwus oiarshap." wrote Peter J.

- Gomes, Harvard University’s Plummer S ¢
_ comic- stnp controyersy.

Professor of Christian Morals, in a
review published in the Blade.
Boswell, who claimed fluency in
more than a dozen ancient and modermn
languages including Latin, Greek, He-
brew, and Church Slavonic, was “at
home in a premodem past vrrmally

inaccessible “to  anyone less - well

equipped,” Gomes wrote, and Same-Sex
Unions cast “new light upon a neglected
- and misunderstood past ... 8 world much

l more dxvm, complex ancl plm'ahsuc

and into coffechouses and off' ice. hmch—
_T00ms across the country after a charac-
ter in Garry Trudean’s Doonesbury strip
.'mscussed Boswell’s claims. Two news-

“volnntary,«enwnonal union” benveén
WO persons of like gender. These rites,
1 I, were quite similar to

than our slmplcmmded images of Jﬁ i
The New York Times Book Review
reccnﬁy named it oncof the year g 10

Ina publ_lshed mponse, Bosweil’
editor at Villard Books said Paglia
__“raﬂ[ed] agamst _positions Boswell dld

By this time, Boswell was no stranger
to criticism. He had become something
of a celebrity among historians and the
focus for much outraged debate among
Lheologja.ns in 1980, with the publica-

tion of Christianity, Social Tolerance, -

and Homosexuality. In that work, Bos-
well quwﬂoned the widely held notion
that Christian religious beliefs bear the
primary responsibility for the rise of
mmlemnce toward homosexuahty in

“ritnalized.
agreements struck between members of

January 6, 1995 - THE WASHINGTON BLADE - 31

i 88 s
“lacks adrvmced skills in several major_ :
- areas, notably mnclhctual history and

reverse: that politics and other secular

sacietal forces had influenced Church.

well’s findings, the book drew prmse
from the phxlosophm‘ Michel Foucault,
who lauded its anthor’s “mfmhng eru-

dition.” The New York Times Book
‘;-'_Rewew, moreover, said the book set “a
n- standard of excellence that on

_ have thought impossible in the
~ ment of an issue so large, uncharted,
‘and vexed,” and Christianity, Social

Tolerance, and Homosexuality was

“eventually honored with an American

Book Award for history. o
Boswell’s second major work. The
Kindness of Strangers: The
Abandonment of Children in Western
Europe from- Late Antiguity to the
Renaissance, had no Gay-specific
themes. Still, Joseph Gordon, dean of

~ undergraduate studies at Yale and a

o

5 Weswm socxeues Indeed, he argued the

_ with. In some wa s,'
_ interconnected.” ;

&xend chcswelis. said that a com-

mon ﬂxrcadtxnhng!hatbookandthe

two Gay histories was the author’s -
interest in “the idea of the fam:.hw we |

form as well as the families we’re born

‘Boswell "was more of a polmw.l

'—.acnvmthanwas generaliyteoognaed,

lic groups, Gay and otherwise, and

provided powerful intellectual ammuni-

place in the Church L

chnldhke s:deaswell o
- “He was an exuemely ‘kind and

_gentle person; one of his favorite things

to do-was 1o go to places like Disney
World. We had a good 24 years togeth-

er, traveied‘a lot togelherw and I don t

Boswell, a nauve of Boston,
at the College of William and Mary and
at Harvard. He joined the history faculty

all lus work was

tion to Gay Catholics ﬁghnng for then' H

at Yale in 1975, and when seven years

later

‘made a full pmfwmrhe“:

- was one of the yomlgestpmnsever o

| hold that pos
He was among the organizers of

ition at the m:vers:ty

Yale's Lesbian and Gay Studies Center,
which has since become the Research
Fund for Lesbian and Gay Studies, In
1990, Yale appomwd Boswell to an

endowed chair, naming him the A. 1

Whitney Griswold Professor of History.

At the same time, he began a two-year |

tennashcadofbmdeparmamt.
He:ssurmedbyhlspmemx a sister,
and iwohromers.

: '&,ey‘G_mkam ‘



